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Section |
L (1)
The Political Background

The waning British and French influence in the Mddle
East after World War |1l gave rise to constant strife in this
area of the world. The region was not only stirred by the
grow h of local nationalismbut also by the conflict between
the East and West in the Cold War. Crisis followed crisis as
the newl y i ndependent states attenpted to adjust to the post-
war wor | d.

In 1948, after the British had given up the attenpt to
paci fy Pal estine, Jews and Arabs clashed in the short Arab-

Israeli War of that year. The ant agoni sm bet ween the Jew sh
state of Israel and its Arab nei ghbors has becone a permanent
feature of Mddle East relations. This hostility was intensi-

fied by the 1952 revolution in Egypt and the subsequent rise
to undi sputed power in 1954 of its strongest figure, Ganmal

Abdul Nasser. Spar ked by his | eadership, there arose a new
mlitant pan-Arab novenent over which Egypt attenpted to gain
hegenony, "This Arab Nationalismcontributed to a series of

events--the Egyptian arns deal with Russia, the w thdrawal of
the U S. offer to-assist the Aswan Dam project, and Nasser's
national i zati on of the Suez Canal--that culmnated in the Suez
crisis of 1956, when the Israelis attacked Egypt and the British
and French intervened."(2) This intervention, though bl ocked

by the United Nations, served to reinforce Arab anti-Wstern
sentinments. The Arab unrest led to civil strife in Lebanon and
the overthrow of a Western aligned governnent in lragq in 1958 .

The Western Powers feared the conplete disintegration of
the peace in the Mddle East and the possibility of Soviet
exploitation of the crisis. The overt Anerican reaction was
to send U S. Marines to Lebanon on 15 July 1958 at the request
of that governnent. This Marine | anding was a practical ex-
anpl e of the use of anphi bious forces to support U S. foreign
policy by the application of mlitary strength and nobility.

In historic times, its geographical |ocation at the
eastern end of the Mediterranean nade Lebanon the crossroads
to Africa, Europe, and Asia. The country has been an inportant
comercial and trading center since the tinme of the ancient
Phoeni ci ans. Its nmountai nous barrier has enabl ed the nation
to maintain a distinctive identity throughout the centuries.
In the 20th century, the construction of pipelines fromthe oi
fields of Irag and Saudi Arabia to the Lebanese port cities of
Tripoli and Sidon has increased the strategic inportance of
the country.



Lebanon is smaller than Connecticut, occupying an area
120 mles fromnorth to south and 30 to 34 mles fromeast to
west. The country consists of four distinct regi ons extending
eastwards fromthe coast: the Mediterranean | ow and, the
Lebanon Mountains, a fertile plateau called the El Bika, and
the Anti-Lebanon Muntai ns. Syria borders the nation on the
north and east, Israel on the south, and the Mediterranean in

the west. (See Map 1)

In contrast to nost Arab nations, approximately half of the
1.5 mllion popul ation of Lebanon is Christian. Christianity
inthis area had its roots in the Roman Enpire and by the Second
century A D. Lebanon was the seat of a Christian bishopric. In
the seventh century A D., however, Lebanon was conquered by the
Arab Mosl ens. The process of |slam zation of the country was
never fully conpl eted. The nmountai ns of the region proved a
sanctury to the Christians and even to di ssident Mslem sects.

Lebanon, today, is a nosaic of various religious factions.
There are Maronites, Chal deans, and Greek, Syrian, and Arnenian
Catholics, all in comrunion with Rone, but follow ng their own
rituals. QG her Christian sects include the Geek and Arneni an
Orthodox, Jacobites, Nestorians, and Protestants. Among t he
non-Christian elenments are Jews, Druze, and Sunni and Shiite
Mosl ens. The National Constitution of 1926 recogni zed this
religious franmework by requiring the allocation of governnent
j obs and appointnents on a religious basis. An unwitten
gentl enmen' s agreenent, worked out by Christian and Mosl em
| eaders in 1943 and referred to as the National Covenant, se-
cured the organi zation of the governnment on this "confessional '
basis. The traditional practices of selecting a Maronite
president, a Sunni Mdslempremer, and a Shiite speaker of
parliament, as well as allocating parlianentary seats on the
basis of the relative nunerical strength of religious conmuni -
ties in each electorial district, are traceable to this
agr eement,

Because of the existence of a large Christian popul ation,
Lebanon, nore than the other Arab nations in the Mddle East,
has been influenced greatly by the Western worl d. Contact be-
tween Western Europeans and the Christian Lebanese dates back
to the Crusades. For two centuries the coastal regions of
Lebanon, Syria, and Pal estine were occupi ed by the Crusaders,
until they were driven out by the Manel uke Sultans from Egypt.
The area then fell under the control of the OGtoman Turks, who
def eated the Manel ukes in 1517. Through treaty with the Turks,
French Jesuits established residence in Lebanon during the 16th
century. They opened school s and introduced French cul ture and
custons to the Lebanese Christians. King Louis XIV of France
in 1649 declared hinself the protector of the Christian Maronites
i n Lebanon. This French ascendency anong the Christian Lebanese
has been a dom nant feature in the internal history of Lebanon
When in 1860, the Druze, a Moslem sect |ocated in the nountains
of Lebanon and Syria, massacred thousands of the Mronites,



French troops |landed to intercede on behalf of the Christians.
Turkey was forced by the European powers to grant sem -
autonony to the Maronites in the Mount Lebanon area under a
Chri stian governor.

The founding of the American University and the French
Uni versite de Saint-Joseph in Beirut greatly extended Wstern

i nfluence during the 19th century. After World War |, the
League of Nations sel ected France as the nandate power for the
Levant countries of Lebanon and Syria. The French cul tural

ascendency was greatly enhanced throughout Lebanon during the
years 1920-1944.

Lebanon becane i ndependent during Wrld VWar 11. Since
then the basic feature of Lebanese political and religious life
has been the rivalry of the Moslemand Christian conmunities.
In the unwitten Lebanese National Pact of 1943, the | eaders
of the two faiths attenpted to resol ve the basic issues. They
agreed that the Christians were to abandon dependence on France
and the Moslens were to give up fusion with Syria. The Arab
character of Lebanon was to be recognized. A general Mddle
East conference on Arab unity held in Al exandria, Egypt from
25 Septenber to 7 COctober 1944 acknow edged the independence
and sovereignty of Lebanon within its existing frontiers. The
Lebanese joined the Arab League Pact on 22 March 1945. The
country allied itself with the other nations of the League in
the Arab-Israeli War of 1948, although its mlitary contribu-
tion was insignificant.

This precarious unity of the Arab nations disintegrated
under internal and external pressures. After 1952, Egypt under
Nasser noved further into the neutralist bloc of nations and
I nproved relations with the Soviet Union. Nasserism becane
synonynous wth a strident Arab nationalism opposed to al
non-Arab interests in the Mddl e East and especially directed
agai nst France and Engl and. The big split in the Arab world
occurred in 1955 with the adherence of Iragq to the Baghdad
Pact with Great Britain, Turkey, lran, and Paki stan. The pact
was a defensive alliance directed agai nst Sovi et aggression.

QG her Arab nations were invited to join, but none did. The
Arab League divided into pro-Wstern and anti-Wstern groups;
Egypt and Syria on one side and Iraq and Jordan on the other.

Lebanon, because of her delicate internal situation,
attenpted to play the honest broker between the two canps.
Presi dent Cam || e Chanmobun of Lebanon st ated:

Everyone of us gives due appreciation to the
agreenents made in support of the Iraqi-Turkish
agreenent, on the one hand, and the objections to
its conclusions on the other. What i s inportant
to find is a solution reconciling the opposite points

of view, thus safeguarding the Arab League fromthe
danger threatening it.(3)



This attenpt at nediation failed. Chanoun, who was the pre-
dom nant figure in the jungle of Lebanese politics, cane under
Egypti an propaganda attack. He then | ed his governnent slowy
into support of Western policy.

In 1956, Lebanon refused to break diplomatic rel ations
wth Geat Britain and France over the Suez crisis. This stand
caused tension within the Lebanese republic. The Sunni Msl em
Prime Mnister, Abdallah Yafi, resigned because of Chanoun's
refusal to take action against the two Western powers. Qpposi -
ti on agai nst Chanpun grew stronger as Lebanon accepted the
Ei senhower Doctrine for the Mddle East in 1957. Under this
program the United States was to send military and econom c
aid to any Mddle Eastern nation threatened by Comruni st
aggr essi on. Lebanon took a firmstep into the anti-Comruni st
bl oc of nati ons.

Bot h donmestic and foreign pressures on Lebanon increased
with the union of Syria and Egypt into the United Arab Republic
in February 1958. President Chanoun had been elected in 1952
for a six-year period. According to the Lebanese constitution,
t he president could not succeed hinself in office. There were
i ndi cations, neverthel ess, that Chanoun desired to have the
constitution anmended so that he coul d be reel ected. The
president in Lebanon is not selected in a general election, but
rather by the Parlianent. Here, Chanmoun had a large majority.
The internal opposition to the Lebanese President grew nore
vocal .

The climax to this situation occurred on 8 May 1958.
Nassit el Metui, the editor of the Beirut newspaper, Al Telegraf,
was killed by unknown assassins. Metui had strongly opposed
Chanoun and his policies. The opposition forces in Lebanon
i mredi ately bl aned the governnent for the assassination. Di s-
orders broke out in Tripoli on the 9th and rioters burned the
United States Information Agency building in the city as a re-
action to Chanpbun's synpathy with the Western powers. On 12
May, the | eaders of the Basta, the Mdslem sector of Beirut,
called a general strike. = The Lebanese situation devel oped very
rapidly into an armed stalemate.  The rebels in Tripoli under
the | eadership of Rashid Karam controlled that predom nately
Moslemcity. Other rebel elenents w el ded power in the Mslem
city of Sidon in the south and large areas in the El Bika

Val | ey contiguous to Syri a. The Druze under Chieftan Kama
Junbl att, in the central region of Lebanon, the Chouf, opposed
t he governnent . The insurgents in the Basta area of Beirut

were |led by Saeb Salem a fornmer Lebanese prem er. Mst of
these rebel |eaders had been defeated in | ocal elections in
1957, through the intervention of Chanmoun.(4) Arnmed civilian
parti sans of President Chanoun were the nain support of the

gover nnment . The nmulti-religious Parti Popul aire Syrienne (PPS)
and the Christian Phal ange party were the nobst pron nent groups
i n Chanoun's defense force. Even t hough the revol ution cut



across religious differences in individual cases, the basic
di vergence was between Mosl em and Chri sti an.

The Lebanese arny was a reflection of Lebanese society.
General Fuad Chehab, the commander in chief and a Christian,
feared a hol ocaust between the two religious factions. He was
afraid that any attenpt to put down the revolt by arned force
woul d nean the dissolution of his arnmy into Christian and
Mosl em armed cli ques. The Arny and its commander in chief
mai ntained a strict neutrality. Chehab intervened only to keep
certain essential communications open. and to prevent rebel
sorties fromtheir strongholds in Tripoli, the Chouf, and the
Basta area of Beirut,

The threat to Lebanon was not only internal chaos but

foreign aggression as well. There were reports that infil-
trators from Syria were entering Lebanon and ai ding the rebel
cause with nen and materiel. The radi o attacks of the UAR

becane even nore strident against President Chanoun

On 14 wmay, the Anerican Anbassador in response to a request
by President Chanoun for standby aid, stated that:

... al though Lebanon shoul d not invoke Anerican
assistance unless its integrity were generally
threatened and its own forces were not sufficient
for the protection of the State, nevertheless, the
United States was prepared, upon request both from
the President and the governnent of Lebanon, to
send certain conmbat forces. (5)

The Anmerican governnment nmade it clear that it would not inter-
vene, however, to insure Chanobun's possibilities for re-

el ection. The U S. expected Lebanon to file a conplaint with
the United Nations Security_ Council, and on 6 June, the
Lebanese Foreign Mnister did so. On the 11th, the counci
decided to send a group of observers to Lebanon to report back
concerning any foreign interference., The U. N. group, hanpered
by lack of transportation and confined largely to the few
princi pal hi ghways kept open by Lebanese security forces, was
unabl e to obtain any evidence indicating |arge-scale inter-
vention by forces of the United Arab Republic. It seened as if
t he Lebanese political situation would remain in a pernmanent
state of instability. This was all dramatically changed by the
events of the 14th of July in Iraq.

A coup d' etat by Brigadi er Abdel Karem Kassem overthrew
the Iraqi governnment. The young Iragi King, Faisal, was
murdered and the Premer, Nuri Said, was killed while attenpting
to flee. These vi ol ent happeni ngs appeared to threaten the
entire Western strategic position in the Mddle East. The
Iragi revolution destroyed the governnent of the only Arab
menber of the Baghdad Pact and put an end to the Irag-Jordan



Feder ati on, which had been fornmed in March to counterbal ance
t he union of Egypt and Syria. King Hussein of Jordan had
reason to fear for his own throne, and in Lebanon, President
Chanmoun appealed to the United States and Great Britain to in-
tervene wthin 48 hours. (6)

_ The Iraqgi Revol ution caught official Washi ngton by sur-
prise. Troubl e had been expected in Jordan or perhaps Lebanon,
but not in Iraq. The oilfields in Iraq and the oil pipeline
termnating in Tripoli were extrenely inportant to the econony
and mlitary effectiveness of the Wstern nations.

The first news of the upheaval in Iraq reached Washi ngt on
about 0300 (Washington tinme) 14 July. Early reports were
fragmentary, but by early norning the situation had clarified,
and President Ei senhower was infornmed at 0730. Secretary of
State John Foster Dulles arrived at his office at 0815 for an
intelligence briefing and a | ook at the nost urgent cables.

The President net with the National Security Council at 0930.
Secretary of State Dulles, Vice President Richard M N xon,

and Ceneral Nathan F. Twi ning, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, joined the conference at 1030. The Secretary out -
lined the situation in the Mddl e East and recommended t hat

U S mlitary forces land in Lebanon in response to President
Chanoun' s appeal . Presi dent Ei senhower agreed that sone action
must be taken.  This neeting lasted until 1230.(7)

At about 1430 the sanme day, the President nmet with the
Republ i can and Denocratic | eaders of Congress. The President
is reputed to have said:

I have discussed this with ny people here and
in the National Security Council but | nust enphasize
that no decision has been made. | want to give you
the pros and cons. But nust al so enphasize that a
deci sion nust be made in the inmediate future...
within the next hour or two. (8)

The President then returned to his nmeeting with his
mlitary and civilian advisers. They di scussed the possibility
of British participation, which President Ei senhower rejected
in that he felt "that United States forces woul d be adequate,
and with the 3700 British troops intact on Cyprus, a reserve
woul d be available...."(9) General Twi ning informed himthat
the Joint Chiefs were unani nously of the opinion that action
must be taken i medi ately. According to one source, at 1643
Presi dent Ei senhower turned to General Twining and said "al
right we'll send "emin. Nate, put it into operation."(10)
The assignnent to carry out President Ei senhower orders went
to the anphi bious units of the Sixth Fleet.



Section |1

(1)
The Mlitary Response--Background

The Sixth Fleet on 14 July 1958 consisted of 3 carriers,
2 cruisers, 22 destroyers, and approxi mately 50 ot her support
vessel s under the overall command of Vice Admral Charles R
Brown. (2) On this date, the 2d Provisional Marine Force (Task
Force 62), consisting of three battalion [ anding teans (BLTs),
under the command of Brigadier General Sidney S. Wade was the
| anding force of the Sixth Fleet.

The reason for the buildup of the Marine contingent
stenmmed in part froma Novenber 1957 directive of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff. At that tinme, the Joint Chiefs advised
Adm ral Janmes L. Holloway, Conmander in Chief, Naval Forces
Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean (G nCNELM w th headquarters
in London, that there were distinct possibilities of an over-

t hrow of the Jordani an governnment and to a | esser extent of a
coup d' etat in Lebanon. Admiral Holl oway was directed to plan
for limted action in the Mddle East in the event these con-
tingenci es occurred. It was decided that if mlitary action
was required, the Specified Command M ddl e East ( SPECOMVE)

with Admiral Holl oway as Commander in Chief, would be activated.
H's authority would extend over all U S. forces in the area.

Headquarters, 2d Provisional Marine Force was established
on 10 January 1958 at Canp Lejeune, North Carolina. This head-
quarters was to plan and conduct COVBINE Il, a conbi ned
exerci se. COMBINE Il was to be a practice |anding operation
involving units of the U S. Marines, British Royal Marines,
and Italian Navy off the coast of Southern Sardinia in the
West ern Medi terranean. (3)

CGeneral Wade's assignnment was abruptly altered on 13 My
1958 when the riots in Tripoli broke out. Colonel Henry W
Buse, Chief of Staff of Fleet Marine Force Atlantic, telephoned
CGeneral Wade to alert himto the dangerous situation in Lebanon
and to informhimthat it was necessary to nove the headquarters
of the 2d Provisional Marine Force into the Mediterranean area
i medi ately. General Wade and his staff departed on 14 My
1958.

The 2d Provisional Marine Force at this tinme was conposed
of two Marine BLTs: the 1st Battalion (Reinforced), 8th
Marines (1/8) commanded by Lieutenant Col onel John H Brickley
and the 2d Battalion (Reinforced), 2d Marines (2/2) comranded
by Lieutenant Col onel Harry A Hadd. BLT 1/8 had been the
| andi ng force attached to the Sixth Fleet since January 1958
and was due for reassignnent to the United States. BLT 2/ 2,



| eft Morehead City, North Carolina on 1 May 1958 to relieve
1/8 on 15 May at G bralter. Because of the nounting tension
i n Lebanon, however, it was decided to keep both Marine
battalions assigned to the Mediterranean Fleet. (4)

Previously in 1958, BLT 1/8 had conpleted a contingency
pl an for a possible landing in Lebanon. Mich of the plan was
based on the intelligence information gathered by the battalion
operations officer, Major Victor Stoyanow, who had travell ed
to Beirut incognito and had toured the beach areas.(5) At the
time of the Tripoli riots, the plan was further devel oped into
a two-battalion assault involving both 2/2 and 1/8. On 18 My
1958, Ceneral Wade and Rear Adm ral Robert W Cavenagh, the
anphi bi ous task force commander, established their headquarters
on the Mount MKinley, then off the coast of Crete, and im
medi ately began to draw up a Lebanon | andi ng pl an based on the
1/ 8 contingency plan and revisions.(6) Wade and Cavenagh had
wor ked out nost of the details by 21 May, when they were joined
on board the Munt MKinley, now off the coast of Cyprus, by
Brigadier J. W C. Wllianms' (Staff, British Mddle East Land
Forces) and Brigadi er John A, Read, Commander of the British
3d Infantry Brigade, to fornulate plans for an Angl o- Aneri can
| andi ng i n Lebanon. The next day at Cyprus, they were joined
by Brigadier General David W Gray of the U S. 1l1lth Airborne
Di vi si on. According to the latter

On arrival in Cyprus, | was infornmed by a staff
officer fromAdmral Holloway' s headquarters that |
was to preside at a joint U S./British neeting to
devel op a plan for conbined intervention in Lebanon
and Jordan.... During the one-day conference, a concept
of operations was rather easily developed as it was
assunmed that the British would go into Lebanon with
either U S. Arny or Marine forces, but not both. The
British were therefore given the mssions originally
assigned to U. S. forces in the Lebanon plan and the
U S. Forces, either Arny or Marine Corps, were given
the remaining mssions .... Follow ng this conference
all forces involved---devel oped supporting plans for

C nCNELM s Operational Plan 1-58 known as BLUEBAT. (7)

The plan called for the sinultaneous |anding of two Marine
BLTs, one com ng ashore northeast of Beirut to secure the water
supply systens, bridges, and the northeastern sector of the city
and the other striking across the beaches south of Beirut to
seize the airport. As soon as the Marine BLT had established
control of the airport, a British infantry brigade would be fl own
in fromCyprus. Wen the first brigade units arrived the Marine
BLT was to nbve into the city and gain control of the port. The
bri gade was to take up positions at the airport.(8) The objec-
tive of this plan was to support the | egal Lebanese governnent
agai nst any foreign invasion, specifically against the Syrian
First Arny | ocated between Damascus and the Israel border and
only a few hours march from Beirut.



For the 2d Provisional Marine Force and the Sixth Fl eet,
the rest of May and June 1958 were periods of conferring
rapi d planning, and ship deploynent and redepl oynent. Prepa-
rations al so continued for Exercise COVMBINE Il, which was not
cancelled until 1 July 1958. By that date, it appeared as if
the crisis in the Mediterranean had subsided for the tine
bei ng. It was decided to grant the Sixth Fleet a short in-
port visit. Only Captain Victor B. McCrea's Anphi bi ous
Squadron 6 (TransPhi bRon 6] with BLT 2/2 on. board, was to re-
main at sea, within 12 hours sailing tinme from Beirut.

On 25 June 1958, the 3d Battalion (Reinforced), 6th
Marines (3/6), conmanded by Lieutenant Col onel Robert M
Jenkins, left Morehead City in the ships of TransPhi bRon 2,
to replace BLT 1/8 enbarked in TransPhibRon 4. On 12 July 1958,
Rear Adniral Howard A. Yeager in the USS Pocono. arrived off
the coast of Crete and relieved Adnmiral Cavenagh as Anphi bi ous
Task Force conmander." General Wade transferred his head-
quarters fromthe Munt MKinley to the Pocono.

On 14 July 1958 BLT 1/8, just north of Malta, was en route
to the United States; BLT 3/6 was sailing from Suda Bay, Crete
to Athens. Only BLT 2/2, located off the southern coast of
Cyprus, was in a position to |land on 24-hour notice. The LSD
(Landi ng Ship, Dock) Plymouth Rock, carrying the artillery
battery, shore party detachnent, underwater denolition team
heavy equi pnent, and two of the five M48 tanks of BLT 2/2, was
en route to Malta, for repairs. Another LSD, the Fort Snelling,
carrying a simlar load for BLT 3/6, was off the coast of Rhodes,
approximately 400 nautical mles fromLebanon, and was in a
position to furnish support to BLT 2/2 with | ess than 30-
hours' notice. [See Map 2)

These di spositions of the Marine BLTs in the Mediterranean
were an i nportant consideration when at 0930 Washington tine
(1430 London tinme, 1530 Beirut tinme) on 14 July, Admral
Arleigh A Burke, Chief of Naval Operations (CNO, first
notified G nCNELM headquarters of the possibility of inter-
vention in Lebanon within 48 hours. General Wade's head-
quarters first received warning of a possible landing in
Lebanon at 1715 Beirut tinme (1115 Washington tinme). Shortly
bef ore 1500 Washington tine (2100 Beirut tinme) Admral Burke
sent to G nCNELM and the Conmander of the Sixth Fleet a nessage
advi sing them of the inmm nence of President Ei senhower's de-
ci sion. TransPhi bRon 6 was aware of the possibility of a
| andi ng in Lebanon but did. not know whet her the BLUEBAT pl an
was to be inplenented. Captain McCrea and Li eutenant Col one
Hadd felt it necessary to continue preparation of plans for a
possible landing in the vicinity of the Lebanese city of
Tripoli, the stronghold of the rebels.

At 1823 Washington tine (0030 Beirut tine), Admral Burke
rel ayed President Ei senhower's decision to C nCNELM and the



Commander of the Sixth Fleet. The Marines were directed to

| and on Red Beach near the Beirut International Airport at

1500 (Beirut time) on 15 July 1958, The m ssion of the |anding
teamwas to seize the airfield and inplenent as nuch of the
BLUEBAT pl an as possible.(9) Admral Burke recalled:

| had had several discussions with President
Ei senhower that | needed at |east 24 hours' warning.
However, when the tine cane, he actually gave us
...13 hours, before the landing, |I suspected this
m ght happen and asked the Anphi bi ous Force to stay
out of sight fromthe Lebanon coast--but close.
When | told President Ei senhower that he had cut ny
warning time in half, he said, "Well, | know that,
but 1'msure you can do that all right."(10)

Bur ke signal ed Captain MCrea and Lieutenant Col onel Hadd "As
Kpu land you wll be witing another chapter in our country's
Istory. | amconfident you will uphold the traditions of

t he Navy and Marine Corps. God Bless You."(11)

10
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Section |11
_ (1)
The Landi ng--D Day, 15 July 1958

TransPhi bRon 6 consisted of five ships: the comand
ship (AGC), the Taconic: an Attack transport (APA), the
Monrovia: an attack cargo ship (AKA), the Capricornus: and
two LSTs (Landing Ship, Tank), the Walworth County and the
Traverse County. O f the coast of Lebanon they were joi ned
by two destroyerss The Sullivans and the Wadleigh. which were
to furnish direct fire support if the |anding were opposed.

The Marines did not know up to the novenent of the |anding
whet her they woul d neet any opposition. Saeb Sal em the rebel
| eader in Beirut, was quoted as saying: "You tell those
Marines that if one Marine sets foot on the soil of nmy country,
I will regard it as an act of aggression and conmt ny forces
agai nst them "(2) The U. S. command was not too concerned,
however, about the effectiveness of possible rebel resistance.
Al t hough the rebel s nunbered sone 10, 000 irregul ars throughout
the country, they were dispersed in bands of 400 to 2,000 nen

and |ightly arned. There was no central |eadership of the
anti-governnent forces and each group owed its loyalty only to
its individual |eader. The Anericans did not expect any re-

action fromthe regul ar Lebanese Arny though the danger existed
that it mght disintegrate into pro-governnent and rebel
factions. Therefore, the only immedi ate effective threat was
posed by the Syrian First Arny, conposed of 40,000 nen and

equi pped with over 200 T-34 Russian-built nedi umtanks. Thi s
was why it was so inportant that the airport and the approaches
to the north of Beirut be secured. (3)

Khal de (Red) Beach, the site chosen for the Marine assault was
four mles fromthe city of Beirut and 700 yards fromthe
Beirut International Airport. The small village of Khal de was
| ocated 1,500 yards south of the | anding beach. On 15 July,
the villagers were gong quietly about their chores and a gang
of worknen was constructing a beach road. Further along the
beach, sone vacationers were enjoying the sun and others were
swimm ng in the Mediterranean. It was a peaceful scene en-
tirely divorced fromrevolutions, coup d etats, and the
troubles of the cold war. (4)

In contrast to the nbod of serenity on the beach, a sense
of urgency was present in the offices of President Chanoun,
General Chehab, and Robert Mdintock, the American Anbassador,
in Beirut. Ambassador Mcdintock knew the date and tine, but
not the place of the Marine landing. (5) He had been in com
muni cation with both President Chanoun and General Chehab. The
State Departnent had ordered the Anbassador to inform
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Presi dent Chanoun of the Marine landing no later than 1200
Beirut tinme on 15 July.(6) Wien McCintock told the President
of the proposed Anerican intervention, Chanmoun asked the
Anbassador to relay this information to General Chehab.

Anmbassador McCintock then visited General Chehab at 1330,
only an hour and a half before H hour. General Chehab was
visibly upset by the news. The day before he had asked the
| eaders of the rebel forces to take no action in the wake of
the Iragi revolt. The general felt confident that the rebels
woul d not precipitate any new naneuvers agai nst the govern-
ment.(7) Chehab had confided to the Anrerican Mlitary Attache
t hat sonme Lebanese Arny officers had proposed a coup to him
that nmorning in order to prevent a | anding but that he had
ref used. The Lebanese general clainmed he could not guarantee
that all the Arny would remain loyal to him(8) He feared the
American intervention would bring about the dissolution of the
arny and prevent any settlenent of the revolt.(9) General
Chehab asked Anbassador Mcdintock to request the Marines to
remai n on board their ships. The ships then could enter Beirut
harbor and two or three tanks and sone heavy equi prent coul d
be unl oaded there. The Anbassador agreed to transmt this
nessage to the Anerican anphi bi ous forces since he believed
that if "General Chehab decided to throw in the sponge, the
Lebanese arny will fall apart."(10)

Ambassador Mcdintock then attenpted to radio the Anerican
fleet, but the radio |link between the Sixth Fleet and the
Aneri can Enbassy was broken and the Anbassador was unable to
transmt his nessage.(11l) He had received word, however, from
friends who had apartnments overl ooking the sea that it was
aPParent_that t he TransPhi bRon was approachi ng the beach area
off the airport. McCl i ntock then sent the Naval Attache,
Conmander Howard J. Baker, to intercept the advanced units of
the assault force.(12)

At 1430 (Beirut tine), a half-hour before H hour, the
seven shi ps of Anphi bi ous Squadron 6 were in position, approxi-
mately two miles off Red Beach. Shortly before 1500, the
LVTPs (Landi ng Vehicles, Tracked, Personnel) were |aunched.
Conpany F on board the LVTPs spear headed the Marine | andi ng.

The anphi bian tractors reached the shoreline at 1504 and
runbl ed onto the airfield, Conpani es G and H canme ashore in

| andi ng craft and depl oyed on foot to their assigned objectives,
Conpany E followed as the battalion reserve.

The scene on the beach was perhaps one of the nost col or-
ful in the long history of Marine Corps |andings. Wtnessing
t he assault were bikini-clad-sunbat hers, Khalde villagers that
had gal | oped on horseback to the site, and the beach worknen
who had dropped their tools and had run to the shore. As the
fully armed Marines charged over the sand, these civilian
observers waved and sone even cheered. A few of the young

12



MEDITERRANEAN
SEA “

&
e
LT 18 dutE8 ly
: o Iy

[

\\\\\,‘_amﬁm. ot

B o X Y i

RS P A
Lmpy,

< R \S\_‘ ‘ e e :‘Ti-..;!ll.mtﬂdﬁ\\\\ p':.::"c
,l \\‘—\“_-‘ \:“ \\\\\—\-—>-?,‘:~ :&\ S \\\\\ \ \\:':»5 ,-“s\\\‘ o
E: DSy -’» 0~ 3 : ", oo A ef‘?‘u "/‘,IIZQ,::%

Y7z,

</

38%

%

K R
Wy & S o o
W ¥ R R i T
kY O 3 wegmariin
S PRI OIS
I

@ Res
2. g
= 3
c ;‘ P
(.
+] % Obj.of Co.L Q/ve i\w . g:\i:\\..,,
% 3/6 16 Julyl958 r Vo, iy

2\, M RS o e
/ § “),‘“@"" \@“\* P\ H TR
' wd K
N 2k ot er,, S &2 D
J et % 2, // i
g EY 5" s, 77
. o : 3 H 7 crw) A 4
$ H s¥s 4
X - > %, > ( et
o ] 3% /@l'ﬂ”’"’//’ g 7 "lmu-/:’q'::‘::““M
o E T R g
$ s, N = £ 7 7 e
s > y, ¢ o
=~ N Ry TN \" = £ at o
oA, g ~ £ Z
anii?, s, "N ~Z, 7,
R AT T e “,
(S0 & S h Q
\\ ., by o L ’,
A Ny e 3 v e A el ‘-{ oy N\
-~ ", A
= N u‘\m‘. ’.—A\“‘\) s ¢ T i
H L %, g S L T
Fan 2 Miggan Y, M b, . % LRy % A X
- . 1 2 vi R A
5 Nl S A Y
2 2 I3 T s S8 PR
z Lo
- = S ASGSIA 1
18Jui58 O z 22 R T T
. : F T S S L % Y =
W - o o f e E K
o - 3RS, e ten e
> ‘(“" > l\\ 1 spenc,, ALY
3 6 = 3\\\ °"|m'. ", KIS ‘o "'lrm:.,.,,mvlf. e T
@ e A G "
1, 8 113 - -
16Juis8 - s et % %
. A g g =
. s Wi, S Wi ﬂVllumm\\" Rty ESE
2 8 e Sy, S, Whuae h L e & i
< X I & 2§
%« 3 “ s, EE-) N ~
18-19Jul58 RUTINPUINS O 5 GOV P 3 3
Al W el g i 22 IR L % =
N EE NN N St }ﬂ L T i O SR
T s (RHEN \‘\ v S i “W 7% N
W AR ) WY & R/ A
N N Ul N bl | S % ', ERE .
\“(“"E."".(‘“r"‘ 1,.““\ ‘\t\‘ @ S :.9 S% ’g 2 2 %
A e S et B N S Y
, \ i, h NI AL
N < z
Khalde N\ ’ : g 7
Wt O P . "
S " Y ‘.,,‘:”x iT
. - TN YIRS
LS MAIRIN

AL MARINE LANDINGS
\\\«" \\\\wm@ e E Ly %3
§ o e e S AND OBJECTIVES
: o=
15-19 JULY 1958
PheciCy ’ Route of 2/2 to 2nd Objective 6 July 1958




boys even attenpted to help the Marines in bringing ashore
sone of the heavier equipnment. Soft drink vendors were out

in full force. The Marines were prepared for any eventuality,
but this reception was rather unexpected. As one Marine said,
"It's better than Korea, but what the hell is it?"(13)

Qui ckly taking control, all four rifle conpanies of 2/2
and the advance echel on of the command post | anded within 20
mnutes. As Conpany E cleared the civilians fromthe beach,
Conpany G secured the airport termnal, and Conpanies F and H
began to establish their positions about the airfield. The
two destroyers and Navy planes fromthe aircraft carrier
Essex stood by to support the Marine troops ashore. No inci-
dents took place and no shots were fired. (14)

At 1520 (Beirut tinme), Commander Baker arrived at the
| andi ng beach. He relayed to Lieutenant Col onel Hadd the
wi shes of Anmbassador McCintock and General Chehab that the
BLT reenbark and then proceed to the Beirut dock area and | and
only its tanks.(15) It was 0920 Washington tinme and President
Ei senhower had publicly announced the | anding of the Marines at
0900 (Washington tine). The Marines were ashore and preparing
their positions. Li eut enant Col onel Hadd deci ded since he was
acting under orders of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the
President of the United States, that he had no choice but to
keep his troops in their present dispositions. He then re-
ferred the commander to Captain McCrea in the Taconic.
Commander Baker who had served a tour as an operations officer

in an AKA (Anmphi bi ous Cargo Ship) "...had no illusions that
t he | andi ng operation could be reversed after some waves had
al ready | anded and unl oaded troops, however it was still con-

sidered essential that the Commobdore / Captain MCrea receive
the CGeneral's [Chehab] nessage, as it conveyed essential ele-
ments of information concerning opposition to be expected.”
The Naval Attache also recalled later: "I nust admt | felt a
mte lonely on this particular mssion, the only participant
maki ng the landing in reverse:"(16)

Captain McCrea recei ved Commander Baker and transmtted
the foll owi ng nessage to Anbassador MC i ntock:

| am operating under orders from Commander
Sixth Fl eet and Commander in Chief Specific Command
Medi terranean who in turn are operating under orders
U S. President. Al troops have | anded and w |
remain ashore in vicinity airport until further
orders. (17)

The Commander of the Anphi bi ous Squadron then radi oed the
Commander Si xth Fl eet

...the Naval Attache cane on board and stated
Anmbassador did not wish |anding of troops to take
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pl ace and that he wi shed [t he ships to] enter outer
har bor end | and only heavy equi pnment. | am con-
tinuing |landing as directed. (18)

Adm ral Brown replied: "Your action approved.... Decision to
use beach or harbor belongs to the commander on the scene."(19)

To conplicate the situation even further, reports reached
Presi dent Chanoun that he was to be assassinated at 1500, 15
July. He requested Anbassador McCintock to send a Marine
conpany to guard the Presidental Palace in Beirut. The
Anbassador sent his assistant mlitary attache, Major Melvin
B. Hayes, to transmt this nessage to the Marine conmmander.
Maj or Hayes arrived at Lieutenant Col onel Hadd's command post
30 mnutes after Comrander Baker had left for the Taconic.
The maj or rel ayed the Anbassador's request and asked for a
100-man detail to guard the pal ace. Hadd considered that his
battalion was "extended to the nmaxi num and the situation was
still too obscure to risk fragnentizing the command, "(20) He,
did, however, transmt Mjor Hayes' request to Captain MCrea
and asked for instructions. At 1722, the battalion conmander
received word to furnish the detail. By this tine, Genera
Chehab had prom sed t he Anbassador that the Lebanese Arny woul d
guarantee the safety of the President and that the Marines were
not needed. Li eut enant Col onel Hadd, neverthel ess, has stated
that if the request had not been rescinded, he woul d have had
to informCaptain McCrea that "the Marines could not conply

wWth the order.... " The battalion had al ready secured an ex-
tensi ve defense perineter and | acked proper shore party
support. In addition, the Presidential Pal ace was | ocated

right next to the Basta, the stronghold of the rebels, and
there was no guarantee that the Lebanese Arny woul d cooperate
with the Marines. (21)

On the beach, Conpany E, after clearing the civilians out
of the area, began unloading supplies. At the term nal
Conpany G had halted all incomng and outgoing air traffic.
The other two conpanies of the battalion continued to inprove
their positions about the airfield. The Lebanese airport
guards were replaced by Marines without incident , and the for-
ward comand post was placed, near the north-south runway.

The U. S. Air Attache, Colonel Joseph C. Hol brook, arrived
at the airport at 161+0 and arranged for a neeting between
Li eut enant Col onel Hadd and the Lebanese Arny Chief of Staff,
Col onel Toufic Sal em During this conference, which concerned
|iaison arrangenents that were to be nade with the Lebanese
authorities, Colonel Salemwas in communication with Lebanese
Arny headquarters by tel ephone as was Hadd w th Anbassador
McCl i nt ock. The two officers agreed that the airport guards
woul d assist the Marines in guarding the Beirut Internationa
Al rport. Normal air traffic was to be permtted so long as it
was approved by a designated Lebanese air officer and a Marine
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Corps officer. The Lebanese officials were to clear the
termnal of all civilians, and the Mari ne conpanies were to
remai n 500 yards fromthe Lebanese Arny barracks in the
vicinity. The Marines were not to disturb Lebanese roadbl ocks
so | ong as these obstacles did not hinder the Marine m ssion.
Ambassador McCintock had earlier in the day requested

Li eut enant Col onel Hadd and Captain McCrea to neet with him at
t he Anerican Enbassy in Beirut. Such a neeting was del ayed,
however, because none of the three wished to | eave his post .
Li eut enant Col onel Hadd wanted to remain with his troops until
t hey had established their positions; Anbassador M i ntock
bel i eved that he could not | eave Beirut as he was in constant
contact wth CGeneral Chehab and Presi dent Chanoun; and Captain
McCrea, as senior U S. mlitary officer present in Lebanon,
deened his place to be on board the command shi p Taconi c.
Sonetinme after 1800, Hadd and McCrea, in separate visits to

t he Enbassy, did neet with the Anbassador.(22) These two con-
ferences hel ped to resolve the vari ous m sunderstandi ngs and
provided a basis for |iaison between the American Anbassador
and the mlitary conmanders.
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Section |V
_ 1)
The Move | nto Beirut

Wth the successful conpletion of the | anding and the
consolidation of the Marine positions at the airfield, the
nore dramati c aspects of the first day ended. Still the
difficult task of unl oading the ships and establishing supply
dunps ashore renmai ned. This effort was to take the rest of
the night. Red Beach was not the nost ideal site for the un-
| oadi ng operation. The wheel ed vehicl es were unable to nove
over the soft sand and a sandbar | ocated of fshore prevented
beachi ng of the LSTs. The informati on about the coast and
| andi ng beaches of Lebanon avail able to the anphi bi ous squadrons
were not as conplete as it should have been, but the probl ens
t hat arose woul d not have been so all-absorbing if the LSD
Plymouth Rock had been available to the battalion.

There was need for an underwater denolition team (UDT) to
breach the sandbar. No shore party was present to enplace a
pont oon causeway fromthe beach to the LSTs and to | ay down
beach matting to facilitate the novenent of vehicles. Ther e
were no cranes to unload the supplies and equi pnent fromthe
landing craft. Both the nen and equi pnent of the shore party
and UDT supporting BLT 2/2 were on board the Plynouth Rock.

The Marines and Navy were forced to inprovise. Conpany E
and a hastily formed shore party fromthe Monrovi a manhandl ed
the supplies fromthe landing craft onto the beach. (2) LVTPs,
Ontos, a bull dozer, and five nechanical nules were used to
carry the material fromthe waterline to the tenporary supply
depots inland. (3) The versatile nules proved to be extrenely
effective in negotiating the | oose sand. They haul ed over 75
tons of ammunition during the first 24 hours ashore.

At 2000, 15 July, the Fort Snelling, the LSD assigned to

BLT 3/6, arrived. The UDT cane ashore i1 nmmedi ately and searched
for the best site to beach the LCU (Landing Craft, Utility)
carrying the shore party "and its heavy equi prent. The LCU

becanme hung up on the sandbar, however, and did not reach the
beach until 0230 the next norning. The shore party di senbar ked
and a pontoon causeway was enplaced fromthe beach to the LST
Traverse County. | mredi ately thereafter, the trucks and three
tanks belonging to BLT 2/2 rolled off the ship across the
floating bridge onto the shore.

The five tanks of BLT 3/6 on board the Fort Snelling were
then | oaded onto the LCU, which carried themTo the beac
Upon their arrival, they were attached to BLT 2/2. These tanks
arrived short of ammunition. Because of peacetinme safety
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regul ati ons, the anmmunition was not | oaded on the LSD. Thi s
st owage woul d have caused no problemif the Fort Snelling had
been in support of 3/6 as originally planned. The tank anmu-
nition on board an AKA woul d have been unl oaded si nmul t aneously
with the landing of the tanks. But as this was not the case,
the firepower available to BLT 2/2 was seriously curtail ed.

By 0400 16 July, the shore party fromthe Fort Snelling
was operating with sufficient equipnent to alleviate the un-
| oadi ng probl ens. The working parties from Conpany E and t he
Monrovia were then relieved fromthe backbreaking job of re-
novi ng the supplies fromthe |landing craft by hand. Wre
matting had been placed down on the beach and the task of un-
| oadi ng the Traverse County was conpleted by 0600. Li eut enant
Col onel Hadd | ater nade the observation: "the delay in the
beachi ng of the causeway and the unl oadi ng of the LSTs woul d
have been disastrous if the |anding had been opposed. "(4) That
statenment dramatized the political nature of the Lebanon oper-
ation. Mlitary | ogistical effectiveness on this first day of
the |l anding had to be sacrificed in order to neet the tine
limts of President Ei senhower's announcenent. Speed and sur -
prise were the essential considerations, as the possibility of
organi zed arned opposition at the tine of the |anding was
renot e.

As the supplies were being unl oaded onto the beach, the
Marines at the airport were consolidating their positions. By
nightfall on the 15th, the defense perineter had been adjusted
to provide the nost effective security. Liaison had been
established with the Lebanese units at the airport and certain
areas there were guarded jointly by Marines and Lebanese. A
not ori zed pl at oon from Conpany E was placed in a standby position
with orders to proceed, if necessary into Beirut to protect the
American, French, or British Enbassies. At 2100, 15 July, a
menber of the U N observer teamin Lebanon approached the
command post of BLT 2/2. He asked the battalion comander
which side the U S. forces were supporting. The Marine officer
replied that his battalion was there to give assistance to the
| egal governnent of Lebanon. The U. N official then inplied
that the U S. was backing the wong side. Lieutenant Col onel
Hadd asked the observer very politely to | eave the area.

Smal | patrols fromthe Mari ne conpani es were sent forward
to probe for any irregul ar Lebanese arnmed groups that m ght
be in the inmmedi ate area of the airport. These patrols re-
turned to the Marine lines at 0500, 16 July, and reported they
had made no contact with any hostile forces.

One hour earlier, Admral Holloway had arrived at the
Bei rut airport from London. He went on board the Taconic
after being briefed by Lieutenant Col onel Hadd at the airfield.
At 0615, the anphi bi ous squadron carrying BLT 3/6 arrived off
Red Beach. I ncl uded anong the vessels of this squadron was
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the command ship, the Pocono., with Adm ral Yeager and General
Wade on board. The two officers joined Admiral Holloway in
the Taconic to devel op existing plans of action.

At 0730, the first waves of BLT 3/6 | anded across Red
Beach. Li eut enant Col onel Robert M Jenkins, the battalion
conmander, relayed to Hadd an order from General \Wade for
BLT 2/2 to carry out the operational plan to enter the city
of Beirut. Ceneral Wade left the Taconic at approxinmately 0800
to see Anbassador McCintock in the city, stopping off en
route at the command post of 2/2. Lieutenant Col onel Hadd
told General Wade that the battalion could be fornmed up in a
colum and ready to nove at 0930. General Wade then left with
an official fromthe American Enbassy to neet the Anbassador.

When the general arrived at the Enbassy, Anbassador
McC i ntock was speaking on the tel ephone to General Chehab,
The Lebanese general was asking the Ambassador to halt the
pr oposed novenent of the American Marines into the city. Both
t he Anbassador and General Chehab were concerned that units
of the Lebanese Arny m ght resist the Marine col um. The
Anmbassador told General Chehab that he woul d speak to President
Chanoun about the situation and then asked General Wade to
hol d up BLT 2/2. General Wade replied that he had no authority
to cancel the order but that he woul d postpone the troop
novemnent . He sent an order to Haddd to hold up his troops, and
then transmtted a nessage to Admral Holl oway on board the
Taconic concerning the new devel opnents. At 0900, BLT 3/6 re-
| ieved BLT 2/2 at the airport and attached 11 LVTPs to Lieutenant
Col onel Haddts. battalion. Thirty mnutes later, BLT 2/2 was
prepared to nove out when the mlitary attache at the American
Enbassy rel ayed General Wade's order by phone.

Ceneral Wade and Anmbassador Mcdintock, in the neantine,
went to see President Chanoun. The Marine told the President
of the plan to enter the city and Chanpun agreed that the plan
shoul d be executed i medi ately. Mcd i ntock and Wade ret urned
to the Enbassy where the Anbassador then called Genera
Chehab. (5) Chehab requested that General Wade hold up the
Mari ne colum for another 30 mi nutes. Ceneral Wade agreed and
ordered Hadd to prepare to get under way at 1030.

An aide inforned General \Wade that a detachnent of
Lebanese Arny tanks had set up a roadbl ock on the main road
|l eading fromthe airport into Beirut. The general imrediately
i nforned the Anbassador of the new turn of events. Anbassador
McCintock replied that he woul d speak to General Chehab.
Ceneral Wade then procured an Enbassy car and proceeded towards
the airport acconpanied by two interpreters.

On the way, the general's car pulled up al ongsi de one of the

Lebanese tanks, a French-built nediumarnmed with a 75mm gun,
parked on the side of the road and General Wade spoke to one
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of the Lebanese crewnen. In response to a question fromthe
Ameri can general, the Lebanese soldier replied that he had
orders to stop any novenent into the city. He al so vol unt eered
the information that he had a cousin in New York. General Wade
then asked himif he would fire upon the American Mari nes.

The soldier replied that he had no such orders but woul d have
to check with his captain.

CGeneral Wade then drove on to the airport. He told
Li eutenant Col onel Hadd that it was his opinion that the
Lebanese would not fire at the Marines, but that the battalion
shoul d proceed with caution and be prepared for any eventuality.
At 1030, as the BLT was about to start out a Lebanese captain
approached Lieutenant Col onel Hadd and General Wade. The
Lebanese officer stated that he had received a tel ephone call
from General Chehab. The Lebanese general and the Anerican
Anbassador were in conference and requested that the Marines
wait another 30 m nutes before starting towards Beirut. Genera
Wade agreed to the request and postponed the novenent until
1100.

The Marine general then intended to go see Admral
Hol | oway and advi se himof the situation ashore. As Genera
Wade was about to |eave, he received orders to wait at the air-
port for Admral Holloway and Admi ral Yeager who would join
himthere. Admiral Holloway upon his arrival expressed a de-
sire to consult with Anbassador MC i ntock. The general and
the two admrals entered General Wade's borrowed car, which
took themtowards the city.

At 1100, the Marines of BLT 2/2 boarded their tanks,
LVTPs, and trucks, and moved out in colum fornation. Lieutenant
Col onel Hadd halted his battalion in front of the Lebanese
roadbl ock, one mle up fromthe airport. The guns. of the
Lebanese tanks were pointed directly at the |ead vehicles in
the Marine col um.

Wil e Adm ral Hol |l oway, General \Wade, and Adm ral Yeager
were heading into Beirut, the Anbassador's car, w th Anbassador
McC i ntock and General Chehab inside, sped by going in the
opposite direction, acconpanied b y a notorcycle escort. The
American officers' car guickly swerved about and gave chase.
Bot h aut onobiles arrived al nost sinultaneously at the roadbl ock
where the Lebanese troops and Anerican Marines faced one

anot her .

Ceneral Chehab suggested that the Anerican Anbassador,
the two admrals, and the Marine general acconpany himto a
smal | school house | ocated a short distance fromthe road to
di scuss the confrontation between the Marine BLT and the
Lebanese unit. Thus began the conference that was to settle
the role the Marines were to play in Lebanon.
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As this neeting took place on the main road, a second
dangerous incident occurred in the sector of BLT 3/6. Conpanies
| and K had secured their objectives, respectively to the east
and south of the airport, without incident. In contrast,

Conpany L was unable to reach its objective, |ocated two mles
due north of the airfield on a beach road, since the position
was occupi ed by a Lebanese arnored detachnent. (See Map 3).

The Marines had been instructed to consider all Lebanese Arny
units friendly unless proven otherw se. Wth this in mnd
Captain Richard W Coulter, Commandi ng Oficer of Conpany L,
halted his troops and advanced towards the Lebanese, acconpani ed
only by his first sergeant. The two Marines were i medi ately
surrounded by excited Lebanese troops, who kept their weapons
aimed at the two Anericans. Although the captain and sergeant
retained their arnms, they were escorted under arnmed guard to a
Lebanese Arny barracks near by. There the captain discussed the
i npasse wi th an-English-speaki ng Lebanese Arny maj or. The
Lebanese officer refused to allow the Mari ne Conpany to occupy
t he position. He did agree to rel ease the sergeant, who was to
bri ng back the battalion conmander.

Li eut enant Col onel Jenkins arrived at the barracks and
al so was unable to convince the Lebanese to retire. The
Lebanese major finally offered to call Lebanese Arny Head-
quarters in Beirut to obtain the advice of, General Chehab, The
maj or was told that General Chehab had just left with the
Aneri can Anbassador to attenpt to resolve the difficulties be-
tween the Marines and the Lebanese Arny on the nain road to
Bei rut. Li eut enant Col onel Jenkins and the Lebanese major then
made t he decision that Conpany L and the Lebanese troops
bl ocking its path would remain in their present positions while
the maj or and Li eutenant Col onel Jenkins attenpted to find
General Chehab. Captain Coulter returned to his conpany while
the other two officers made their way to the Lebanese roadbl ock
on the main road.

There the conference at the school house was still going
on. General Chehab asked that the Marines take a different
route into the city. General Wade refused, however, and in-

sisted that the Marine BLT be allowed to conplete its m ssion.
He stated that tine was an inportant factor and there had been
enough delays. Adniral Holl oway declared that the Marine col um
woul d nove out w thout any further delay at 1200.(6) Ambassador
Mcd i ntock resolved the issue by suggesting that General Chehab,
Admiral Holl oway, and hinself ride together |eading the Marines
into Beirut but that they bypass the Mdsl em quarter, the Basta.

Thi s proposal proved agreeable to all parties and arrangenents
for the formation of the colum were then ironed out. It was

deci ded that BLT 2/2 shoul d be broken down into small sections.
Each section was to be led by a jeep carrying Lebanese Arny

of ficers. Conpany Hin the lead, was to be divided into three
sections. Each section was to be transported by three vehicles
--a tank and two LVTPs. At 1230, the column began to nove with
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t he Anbassador's car |eading the Marines towards Beirut.

Once the BLT entered the city, Chehab got out of the |ead
car and Admral Holloway ordered all intervals closed as the
novenent was boggi ng down. The admral, assisted by Admra
Yeager and CGeneral Wade, assuned "personal tactical command...
and even directed the units of the colum to their billeting
areas fromthe main gate of the dock area."(7) The Marines took
control of the dock area, protected the bridges over the Beirut
Ri ver on the Tripoli road, and furnished guards for the
Aneri can Enbassy and t he Anbassador's residence. By 1900, the
BLT had secured its objectives.

After the crisis between BLT 2/2 and the Lebanese troops
was resol ved, Lieutenant Col onel Jenkins was able to settle
the differences between Conpany L and the Lebanese Arny detach-
ment on the beach road. Liaison arrangenents were nade and
Jenkins then returned to his command post at the Beirut airport.
Awai ting himthere was a nessage fromthe Lebanese comuander of
the airport, who requested that the Marine officer neet with
himat 1300 to discuss arrangenents at the airfield. Lieutenant
Col onel Jenkins arrived at approxi mtely 1310 at the commander's
of fice. There he was greeted by the conmmander's aide, who in-
formed the Anerican that the commander had tired of waiting and
had departed for |unch. The aide, then told Jenkins that he
should return in 30 mnutes and the airport commander woul d
furnish orders for the disposition of the Mrines. Upon heari ng
this, the BLT commander stated that he would return at 1600 with
orders for the disposition of the Lebanese troops at the air-
field. The Marine won his point, and an effective |liaison with
t he Lebanese authorities at the airport was established.

This incident reflected the Marines' conception of their
assi gnment . They were to be cooperative but firm The Mari nes,
ai ded by the nediation of Anbassador MO intock and Gener al
Chehab, were able to handle the very critical situation posed
by the Lebanese roadbl ocks. The harassi ng maneuvers of a few
Lebanese sol diers ceased, and the Marines were able to proceed
with their m ssion.
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Section V
The Continuing M ssion and Wt hdrawal

The Marines of BLT 2/2 in Beirut and BLT 3/6 at the airport
spent a relatively peaceful night on 16-17 July. The only dis-
turbances were small probing attacks by Lebanese rebel s agai nst
forward Marine outposts. At 1800 and 2055,16 July, groups of
four to five Lebanese sniped at the Marine outpost south of the
airfield but withdrew once the Marines returned the fire. The
rebel s cane again at 0600, 17 July and retreated once nore to
the face of Marine rifle fire. There were no casualties on
either side as a result of these actions.

During the norning of 17 July, two Marines of BLT 2/2 were
"captured" by rebel forces in the Basta area. The two nen
took a wong turn in Beirut on their way to pick up some equip-
ment at Red Beach and entered the Mbdsl em section of the city.
They were i nmmedi ately surrounded by arned Lebanese insurgents
and forced to surrender their arns. The Lebanese escorted them
to a rebel command post, where they were questioned. The in-
terrogator asked the two Marines why they had cone to Lebanon.
The two Anmericans, not wi shing to provoke their captors, re-
plied they did not know. Thereupon the Lebanese rebel | eader
proceeded to | ecture them about the "duplicity" of American
foreign policy and the evil of American "inperialism" After
an hour and half of this harangue, the two Marines were re-
| eased. A Lebanese Arny captain escorted themback to their
battalion. Later in the day, the Lebanese Arny returned the
Mari ne jeep and the weapons of the two Anericans,

These harassi ng maneuvers enpl oyed by the Lebanese rebel s
were to become comonpl ace. The Lebanese dissidents were
attenpting to provoke the Marines into rash retaliation, but

were unsuccessful.  The Marine forces were under strict orders
to maintain fire discipline, and to shoot only in self-defense.

In order to further Lebanese Arny and Mari ne cooperati on,
General Wade visited CGeneral Chehab on 17 July, at the latter's
quarters in Juniyah, 10 mles north of Beirut. In the course
of their conversation, General Wade indicated that he did not
wi sh to becone involved in the Lebanese internal political
situation. General Chehab replied that he understood Genera
Wade's position and woul d discuss only mlitary matters. It
was not possible, however, to divorce entirely the mlitary
presence of the Marines in Lebanon fromthe political inplica-
tions. Chehab stated that his arny would fall apart if the
Mari nes continued their novenents into the city. The Lebanese
general asked General Wade to group the Anerican forces in
such a manner that the Marines woul d not give the appearance of
bei ng occupation troops. The Marine general agreed to this
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request. Ceneral Wade considered that the nost inportant re-
sult of this conference with General Chehab was the agreenent
to attach Lebanese Arny officers to the headquarters staff of
the 2d Provi sional Marine Force and to each of the Marine
battal i ons.

Lebanese Maj or Al exander CGhanem attached to Genera
Wade' s headquarters, proved to be extrenely useful to the
Anericans. According to Col onel Hanmilton Law ence, Chief of
Staff of the 2d Provisional Marine Force:

Was there a roadbl ock sonepl ace manned by oddly
dressed irregul ars? Ghanem woul d consi der the probl em
silently for a minute while seated by the phone, his
fingertips pressed together. Course of action deci ded,
he woul d pick up the phone and speak softly into it
for only a few seconds. Fifteen mnutes |ater our
reporting unit would call and say the roadbl ock had
nmelted away after a few words from sone visiting Lebanese. (2)

The Lebanese officer who was attached to 2/2 requested
Li eut enant Col onel Hadd to w t hdraw Conpanies E and F from
their positions at the bridges over the Beirut river and at the
eastern approaches to the city. Units of the Lebanese Arny
al so guarded these locations in the city, and Lebanese Arny
officers believed the presence of the two Mari ne conpani es at
these sane sites would nean a | oss of face to the Lebanese
Arny. The Lebanese feared, in addition, that the Marines m ght
engage rebel elenents that were firing sporadically at the
Mari ne enpl acenents in these areas. Hadd agreed to the with-
drawal after consulting wth American Enbassy officials and
noved both conpanies into the dock section of Beirut. He nmade
it clear, however, that these new positions were not satis-
factory as a pernmanent | ocation.

On 18 July, the Lebanese Arny permtted the brines to
station Conpanies E and F of 2/2 at J' Daide, approxinmately a
mle and a half to the east of Beirut. Fromthere, both units
woul d' be able to nove rapidly to the bridges and to the eastern
approaches of the city if the occasion arose.

At 0900, 18 July, the third battalion of the 2d Provi siona
Mari ne Force, BLT 1/8 under Lieutenant Colonel John H. Brickl ey,
| anded at Yell ow Beach, four mles north of Beirut. Conpanies
A and B cane ashore in |anding craft and Conpany C, the battalion
reserve, followed in LVTPs. (3) The battalion fanned out and
formed a crescent-shaped perineter with Conpany B on the right
fl ank, Conmpany C on the left, and Conpany A in the center to
protect. the beachhead and the northern approaches to the city.
The only problens encountered were those posed by the usual
congregati on of Lebanese spectators and ice cream and wat er -
nmel on vendors. One or two of the Navy landing craft had to
swerve in order to avoid sone children swmring in the water
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As one reporter stated, "' The whol e operation had a snooth
pi cnic | ook about it."(4)

The three Marine | andings in Lebanon were only part of
the American response to the crisis in the Mddle East caused
by the sudden eruption of the Iraqi Revolution. The
United States could not be sure how other nations woul d react
to the Anerican intervention and had to be prepared for any
eventuality.

On 14 and 15 July, plans were being nade to provide for
t he assignnent of the entire 2d Marine Division at Canp Lejeune
and the 2d Marine Aircraft Wng at Cherry Point, North Carolina

to the Mediterranean area. In the Far East, BLT 3/3 on
i nawa was ordered to |load o n board an anphi bi ous squadron and
sail into the Persian Gulf and to be prepared to land in Iran

or Saudi Arabia in the event the crisis spread. A reginental
| andi ng team RLT-3 on Ckinawa, was placed on a standby alert
st at us.

The original plan, which called for the airlift of a
British brigade into the Beirut airport, had to be revised in
view of the agreenent of 15 July between President Ei senhower
and Prime Mnister Harold MacM Il an that the British forces
remain in reserve on Cyprus. (5) Subsequently on 17 July,
British paratroops |landed in Jordan at the request of King
Hussei n of that country. The role of the British brigade in
BLUEBAT was taken instead by the European-based 24th Airborne
Brigade of the U S. Arny under Brigadier General David W
G ay. The U. S. Arny in Europe had prepared in Novenber 1957
and revised in February 1958 an energency plan for the commt-
ment of Armmy troops in the Mddle East. Thi s plan provi ded
for enpl oynent of an Arny task force consisting of two air-
borne battle groups reinforced with support el enents. Conposed
of five forces code nanmed Al pha, Bravo, Charlie, Delta, and
Echo, the task force had been organi zed to permt depl oynent
in whole or in part. Force Al pha was conprised of the first
battl e group and task force command group. The second battle
group made up Force Bravo. The other three el enents consisted
of conbat and service support units.

At 0330 local tinme, 15 July, Force Al pha, the 1st Airborne
Battl e G oup, 187th Infantry, was placed on alert. Two hours
|ater the battle group was ordered to nove to Fuerstenfel dbruck
Air Force Base in Bavaria at 1300 for further deploynent to the
Medi t erranean theater. (6) The U. S. Air Forces in Europe was
to provide the necessary lift.

The Air Force had al so been prepared for a Mditerranean
operation. On 16 July a Conposite Air Strike Force, nmade up
| argely of B-57s and F-100s flown fromthe United States, was
fornmed at the Air Force base in Adana, Turkey under the over-
all command of G nCSPECOWME. (7) Adana, located in south central
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Turkey, was al so the staging area for the airborne battle group,
which arrived at the airbase on 17 July. The transports carry-
ing the Arny troops were then under the operational control of
the Air Force commander, Brigadier General Janes E. Roberts,

who in turn reported to Admral Holl oway. (8) Force Al pha was
not flown into the Beirut airport until 19 July.

The Marine Corps was preparing its own airlift. The CNO
Adm ral Burke, had decided on the 15th to reinforce the 2d
Provi sional Marine Force with a battalion from Canp Lejeune.
The 2d Battalion, 8th Marines, under the conmand of Lieutenant
Col onel Alfred A. Tillman, had been alerted for possible nount
out at 1915 (Washington tine), 14 July. During 15 July, the
Marines were transported by trucks and buses to the Marine Air
Station at Cherry Point. There at 1200 (Washington tine), the
order cane from Admral Burke to fly the battalion to Beirut.

Twel ve R5D aircraft arrived fromthe Wst Coast to augnent
the 14 RAQ 2 transports at Cherry Point.(9) At 1815 (Washi ngton
time) the | ast echelons of 2/8 reached Cherry Point and at 2210
(Washington tinme), the first plane was airborne. The aircraft
Initially departed at 10-minute intervals, later 15-mnute in-
tervals, and eventually 30-mnute intervals. The last plane
left at 1535, 16 July. After short refueling stops at Argentia,
Newf oundl and and Lajes in the Azores, the aircraft headed for
Port Lyautey, Morocco. The U. S. Naval Air Station near this
Moroccan city, |ocated about 150 miles south of G bralter along
the Atlantic coast, was the main air transport support base for
the Sixth Fleet. Fromthere, the Marine aircraft carrying the
battalion departed every 30 minutes for Beirut. The first plane
touched down at the Beirut International Airport at 0930 (Beirut
tine), 18 July. The Marines of 2/8 were at first assigned to
aid in the general unloading and were quartered on board the
USS Chilton. The command post of the battalion, however, was
established in the rear area of BLT 3/6.

The entire airlift operation went snmoothly with the ex-
ception of one R4Q that devel oped engi ne troubl e and returned
to Lajes. The Marines on board the aircraft transferred to a
U S. Air Force C 124, which carried themon to Beirut. (10) A
Mari ne battalion of approximtely 800 nmen had been airlifted
fromNorth Carolina to Lebanon in 26 transports. This was a
remar kabl e feat considering the sl owness of the RAQ and R5Ds
and their limted range. O the 54 hours en route, approxi-
mately 34 were spent in the air.

Preparations continued at Canp _Lejeune to reinforce the
Marine contingents in Lebanon. Reginmental Landing Team 6 (RLT-
6), conposed of two BLTs, and Marine Aircraft Goup 26 (MAG 26)
noved to Morehead City on 16 July for further deploynent. The
NAG was to be | oaded on board the aircraft carrier Antietam
and two victory ships were chartered to carry the RLT. The
| atter two vessels were not prepared, however, to pick up the
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two BLTs until 18 July. MAG 26 and RLT-6 conpl eted | oadi ng on
21 July. On this date, the decision was made to send the ships,
not to Beirut but to Vieques Island, nine mles east of Puerto
Ri co, for maneuvers. The reason for this change of orders was
based on Admral Holloway's situation reports.

On the 19th, the Admral had reported:

Time is still operating for us rather than agai nst
us.  The nonment may conme when this is reversed but at
present, patience, consolidation of strength, acclim-
ting the Lebanese to our presence, and restraint that
characterized our actions acconpani ed by our great
potential mlitary strength are paying dividends. (11)

Hol | oway indicated al so that space ashore in Lebanon was be-

com ng scarce. Earlier, President Ei senhower had signified

that he was not in favor of any further sizeable reinforce-

ment of Anerican forces in Lebanon. This |ine of reasoning,
based on the desire not to over-commt Anerican power, applied
also to the novenent of BLT 3/3 from Ckinawa to the Persian

Ql f. The State Department had expressed fear that a | arge
transfer of American forces fromthe Far East to the M ddl e- East
theaters m ght provoke a new energency. As the crisis in Lebanon
receded, BLT 3/3 returned to its base. The CNO decided to send
one BLT with a reginmental headquarters to the Mediterranean as
a floating reserve once RLT-6 returned from Vi eques.

In Lebanon, after the arrival of the Army troops on 19 July,
t he probl em of command of the Anmerican |and forces arose. On
the day of the Marine Landing, CGeneral Wade was assigned as
Commander, Anerican Land Forces, Lebanon, with headquarters on
board the Pocono. Wen General Gray's 24th Airborne Brigade
arrived, the Arny general becane Conmander, U. S. Arny Troops
Assi gned, Lebanon. The sol diers of the 1st Airborne G oup were
pl aced in reserve, and occupied the olive groves just east of
the airport. On 21 July, Admiral Holloway requested the Joint
Chiefs of Staff to have a najor general o r |ieutenant genera
of either the Arny or the Marine Corps assigned to coordinate
the activities of the two forces. The Marine Corps had ex-
pected that Lieutenant General Edwin A Poll ock, Conmmandi ng
General, Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic, would be nade the Anerican
l and commander. Apparently the Joint Chiefs of Staff had deci ded
to appoint an Army conmander, however, since the Army troops in
Lebanon woul d soon out nunber the Marines now that the decision
had been made not to reinforce the Marine force. The Depart nent
of the Arny on 23 July named Maj or General Paul D. Adans,
Commander In Chief, Anerican Land Forces, Lebanon. General Adans
arrived in Lebanon on the next day. Although the appointnent
of an Arny general was a di sappointnment to the Marines, General
Wade, who was nmade Commander, U. S. Marine Corps, Troops Assigned,
Lebanon, later stated: "I think that General Adans, as conmmander,
was as fair to the Marine Corps as any Arny general 1've ever
dealt with."(12)
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The period of 19-26 July, fromthe arrival of the first
Arny troops to the assunption of command by General Adans, was
one of consolidation of liaison arrangenents with the Lebanese
Arny. The rel ati onship between General Chehab and the Anerican
mlitary inproved. CGeneral Wade rem ni sced:

He [ CGeneral Chehab] objected to our coming into
the city | think because he thought we were going to
get involved in the Basta area. Wen it was quite
clear that we were going to avoid that, it eased the
situation considerably, the tension was lifted and he
was nore or |ess cooperative. (13)

During this period there was no conbat activity with the
exception of the continued harassing of Marine forward positions.
One of the nost potentially dangerous of these incidents oc-
curred on 19 July at the airfield. Rebel groups had periodi-
cally been firing at American aircraft when they cane in for
| andings.  The rebel shots canme froman area just south of the
field. A patrol fromBLT 3/6 was dispatched to disperse the
snipers. The Marine patrol becanme involved in a three-
cornered fire fight, not only with the rebels but also with
Lebanese police dressed in civilian clothes. There were no
Ameri can casualties, although one gendarne was wounded. A
| ater investigation proved that the Lebanese gendarnes had
initiated the firing, mstaking the Marines for rebels. A
Lebanese Arny unit noved into the area and stopped the rebel
harassnent of the Anmerican pl anes.

On 21 July, Ceneral Wade, acconpani ed by the airborne

commander, net once again with General Chehab. The three nade
arrangenents for Lebanese officers to be assigned to the 24th
Ai rborne Brigade staff. More inportantly, it was agreed to

forman integrated mlitary police force conposed of Lebanese,
and Anerican Arny, Navy, and Marine personnel. Ceneral Chehab
enphasi zed his desire that only the Lebanese Arny cope with the
probl em of the Basta area. He stated that Lebanese units were
to be placed between U. S. and rebel positions in order to
prevent any cl ashes between the two. The Anerican forces were
i n the unusual predicanent of having to negotiate in order to
establish their positions in lieu of seizing them

Two days after this conference, BLT 1/8 received perm ssion
toinstitute notorized patrols. Air support for these patrols
was furnished by the eight Marine HRS-3 helicopters from Sub
Unit 1, Detachnment HMR-262, under Major Sanuel F. Roach, which
had arrived in Lebanon on 19 July fromthe aircraft carrier

Wasp. (14)

The patrols reconnoitered up to 20 mles east of the
position of 1/8 north of the city. Each patrol was nmade up of
a reinforced rifle platoon, a forward air controller, an
artillery forward observer, and the comuni cati ons equi pnent
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necessary to call air and artillery strikes. A helicopter

fl ew above the three 22 ton trucks and three jeeps of each
patrol, maintaining a surveillance of the road ahead. Severa
Lebanese Arny personnel acconpanied the Marines as interpreters
and gui des. The patrols met no resistance and recei ved an ex-
trenely friendly reception fromthe rural populace. On one
occasion, a helicopter was forced to land at a Christian
nonastery. According to the pilots:

Monks, children, and ol dtimers cane runni ng out
to greet us like lost relatives, sonme brought gifts
of fruit, cold drinks, and one offered us wi ne. Al
of them showered us with hospitality. W' ve never
seen anything like it.(15)

After the 19th, the U S. Arny began to reinforce the
original battle group. Lead el enents of Force Charlie arrived
at the Beirut airport on 20 July. On the 22d, the 3d Medi um
Tank Battalion departed from Brenerhaven, Germany, by ship for
Lebanon. Force Delta sailed from Brenerhaven and La Pallice,
in southern France on 26 and 27 July. The major conponents of
Charlie and Delta consisted of the force artillery, a signal
support conpany, two engi neer battalions, an evacuation hospital,
a mlitary police conpany, and three transportati on conpani es.

General Adans arrived in Beirut on 24 July and assuned
command on 26 July. Ceneral Wade offered himthe use of the
Anmerican Community School in the northern sector of Beirut as
headquarters for the joint staff. The building had previously
been used by admi nistrative sections of the 2d Provi si ona
Mari ne Force for billeting personnel and office space. The
Marines noved their adm nistrative staff into another school
| ocated in the eastern portion of the city between the Basta
and the Beirut River.(16) The primary Marine headquarters,
however, renai ned aboard the Pocono. Because of considerations
of comuni cati ons and space, the unusual situation existed of
a rear headquarters |ocated forward of the actual command
post .

Wth the increased Arny strength in Lebanon, it was
necessary to nake further refinenments in the disposition of the
Arnmy and Marine forces. The Marines of 2/8, who had di senbarked
fromthe Chilton on 23 July and proceeded to an assenbly area
east of Beirut, relieved BLT 2/2 on 26 July of guarding the
dock area and key installations in the city. The rest of BLT
2/ 2 noved out to join Conpanies E and F in a defense perineter
at J' Daide. Each battalion nade arrangenents with the Lebanese
to furnish guides to point out rebel strongpoints. Planning
was carefully worked out to prevent any m sunderstandings with
t he Lebanese authorities. The two battalions entered their
new positions w thout any undue ram fications.
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On 29 July, the Arny battle group relieved BLT 3/6 at the
Beirut International Airport. The Arny troops then assuned
the responsibility for protecting the southern sector of the
Ameri can defense perineter, which included the airport, the
hi gh ground to the south, and Red Beach. BLT 3/6 redepl oyed
through Beirut to the southern flank of 1/8, north of the city.

This latter battalion had remained in its origina
positions since |anding. During this time, Lieutenant Colone
Brickley had his nmen inprove their field fortifications. It
was necessary to construct bunkers by blasting because nmuch of
the surface of the ground in this sector consisted of solid
rock. The Marines of BLT 1/8 used nearly 23,000 sandbags to
reinforce the 108 different enplacenents erected by the
battal i on.

By the end of July, the Arny and Marines had consol i dated
their final dispositions. A defense perineter extending for
20 mles protected Beirut fromattack in any direction. The
mai n problens for the American force were the avoi dance of
conflict with the |ocal Lebanese irregulars and the provision
of the necessary staff, logistical, and conmbat support of the
Anerican land force in Lebanon.

Fromthe very begi nning of the Lebanon operations, these
| atter considerations were of great concern to the Marines.
The headquarters personnel of the 2d Provisional Mrine Force
on the day of the first landing consisted of only 13 officers
and 31 enlisted nen. The staff was increased to 52 officers
and 211 enlisted nmen on 17 July. Through a prepl anned augnen-
tation, nore than 100 officers and enlisted nmen had arrived by
air fromthe United States. Additional personnel were drawn
fromthe battalions to bring the staff up to adequate strength. (17)
When the joint Arny-Marine command was fornmed under Ceneral
Adans on 26 July, the Marines in the headquarters were a snal

mnority. This was due not to any exclusion policy established
by General Adans, but to a scarcity of imedi ately avail abl e
Marine staff officers. The Marines were in inportant positions,

however, as not only the Chief of Staff, Colonel Charles N
Nees, was a Marine but al so key nmenbers of the operations and
intelligence staffs.

Logi stics presented another vexing problemto the Marine
forces. A Logistics Support Goup was forned by the 2d
Provi si onal Marine Force on 18 July. The personnel of this
group cane fromthe service support elenents of the BLTs. The
group headquarters, however, had to be fornmed fromofficers
airlifted fromthe U S. According to the final report of the
2d Provisional Marine Force: "This did not permt prior
pl anni ng and organi zation, and only a hasty estimte and
famliarization, with the situation ashore was possi bl e before
actual activation."(18)
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One of the first tasks was to find storage for the
supplies unl oaded fromthe transports and the LSDs. On 17
July, agreenents had been nmade with the Lebanese port authori -
ties for open and covered storage at the dock area of Beirut.
Thi s space was i nadequate, however, and the Force Supply
O ficer arranged for additional open storage area at the rail -
road marshalling yards, located in the southern section of the
city. After the unloading of the anphi bi ous shi pping on 23
July, the Logistical Support G oup undertook a review of its
storage space ashore. The survey indicated a need for greater
di spersion of the supply installations. Adm ral Hol | oway
assigned to the 2d Provisional Marine Force a naval officer
wi th experience in contracting. H s negotiations, which pro-
duced seven contracts and six | eases with Lebanese nerchants,
provi ded the additional required space. All in all, 10,000
tons of supplies were brought ashore by the Mrine battalions.
In addition to the supplies brought in by ship, nedical stores,
ammuni tion, and other critical itens were flown in day and
ni ght by a MAG 35 detachnent, whose 10 R4Q and crews had been
stationed at Port Lyautey since May. Admral Holloway conpli -
mented the unit highly for its cooperation and efficiency in
support of the SPECOWME forces.

The main transportati on headache of the Marine forces was
the shortage of trucks. A central notor pool was created from
the trucks assigned to the individual battalions. Each BLT
retai ned only what was necessary for day-to-day operations.

Even so, the Marine force had to depend on the Arny Logistical
Command for approximately 10 additional vehicles daily. Duri ng
t he round-the-clock unloading of the ships, it was necessary to
borrow 30 Arny trucks for each 12-hour shift.

For nedi cal support after 29 July, the Marines were de-
pendent upon the facilities of the Arny 58th Evacuati on Hospital.
Prior to that tinme, the Marine nedical force consisted of three
medi cal aid stations with a total of five general nedical
officers. The USS Mount MKinley. the designated casualty
evacuation ship, had only one nedical officer on board. None
of the nedical officers with the Marines in Lebanon had pre-

VI OuUs experience or training in surgery or anesthesia. Admniral
Yeager nmade the statenent: "The capacity for even major life
savi hg energency surgery was non-existent."(19) This situation
was relieved by the arrival of three naval surgeons by 27 July
and with the opening of the Arny hospital.

The bi ggest nedi cal problem confronting the Mrines was
the outbreak of dysentery anong the battalions. During the
period 18-31 July, BLT 1/8 alone suffered 48 cases of this
mal ady. This situati on was aggravated because the Marines had
no preventive nedicine teamuntil 31 July. The Arny Engi neers
hel ped to erect screened toilet facilities for nost units, and
the Arny nmade avail able large quantities of insecticides to the
Marine battalions in order to stop the spread of the disease.
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By the end of August, strict hygenic controls adopted by the
Marine BLTs had brought this ailnment under control.

Thi s weakness of the Marine transportation and nedi cal
support was inherent in the nmakeup of the Marine task force.
Its main mssion was to be a striking force. Accordingly, the
Mari nes were not equi pped for an extended | and canpai gn. The
service support had to be augnented from other sources. The
U S. Arny Logistical Command brought into Lebanon to support
the Arny airborne troops was designed to service and equip two
Arnmy battle groups. As the second battle group was not com
mtted to Lebanon, the Marines were able to rely on the Arny
to supplenent their logistical requirenents. An interesting
conparison is the contrast between the percentages of support
troops in each of the two task forces sent into Lebanon. The
Arny troops involved in support activities consisted of 47.1
percent of the 8,508 Arny troops in Lebanon; the Mrines en-
gaged in such activities made up only 17.2 percent of the
5,790 Marines of the 2d Provisional Mrine Force.

I n conbat support, however, the Marines conpared favorably
with the Arny. During the first two weeks of the canpaign, the
only American arnor support was provided by the 15 nedi um tanks
of the 2d Provisional Mrine Force. These tanks were conpl e-
mented by 31 LVIPs and 10 Ontos. On 27 July, the 3d Medi um
Tank Battalion arrived from Brenerhaven. Adm ral Holl oway had
insisted on the | anding of the tank battalion because he be-
lieved the display of American arnored strength would greatly
i npress the Lebanese.(20) The Arny battalion brought 72 nmedi um
tanks and 17 arnored personnel carriers.

The Marine arnored vehicles were forned into task forces
to "assure the flowof mlitary traffic, to protect U S.
officials and property, and to concentrate Marines rapidly at
any danger point."(21) Arnored teans consisting of two to
three tanks, three LVIPs, and an infantry platoon were depl oyed
fromtine to tine as a show of force

The 2d Provisional Marine Force carried its own artillery
support into Lebanon. This support was made up of six 8-inch
how tzers, eight 4.2-inch nortars, and three six-gun 105mm
howi t zer batteries. The commuand of the artillery units re-
mai ned with the individual infantry battalion commanders until
the activation, on 31 July, of a Force Artillery Goup (FAG,
whi ch provided centralized control. The personnel of the
headquarters of the FAG were 7 officers and 23 enlisted nen
flown to Lebanon from Canp Lejeune. On the sane date a
provi sional battery was forned by drawing two howitzers from
each 105mm battery to provi de general support for the Marine
BLTs. The other three 105nmm Batteries, Battery B, 1/10,
Battery H, 3/10, and Battery | 3/10, were assigned direct
support and reinforcing mssions. Batteries H and | furnished
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direct support to BLTs 3/6 and 1/8 north of Beirut while

Battery B reinforced Battery H and provided forward observers

to BLT 2/2 at J' Daide. Two of the 8-inch how tzers were assigned
to general support of the 2d Provisional Mrine Force, and the
othfr fgur were assigned to the Arny battle group at the
airfield.

Thr oughout this period, Marines and Arny troops renmai ned

in their prepared positions. No |iberty was granted until two
weeks after the landings. In Beirut, ropes strung across
street corners marked off rebel areas. The insurgents con-

tinued to fire occasionally at the Americans, but the only two
Marine deaths resulted from acci dental shootings by other
Marines. The only Anerican casualties fromrebel bullets were
two Arny sergeants, one of whom was wounded and the ot her
killed during the nonth of August. The American forces in
Lebanon were in the difficult position of being shot at, but
under orders not to shoot back unless they had a clear target,
This rebel harassnent did serve, according to General Wade, to
provide "the incentive necessary in constructing good foxhol es
and bunkhol es."(22) This successful restraint of the troops
proved to be an inportant stabilizing feature of the American
i ntervention. Li eut enant Col onel Hadd renarked:

The conduct of the individual Marine in holding
his fire when he can see who is shooting in his
di rection nust be nentioned. \When a youngster | ands
all prepared and eager to fight and finds hinself
restricted fromfiring at a knowmn rebel who he sees
periodically fire in his direction and in every in-
stance restrains hinself fromreturning the fire, it
is felt this is outstanding and indicated good snal
unit discipline. The situation had to be thoroughly
expl ained to the individual Marine and they understood
why the restriction on fire was necessary. Many
i nnocent peopl e could have been killed. (23)

General : Adans described the mlitary operations in Lebanon as
a "show of force with psychol ogi cal overtones."(24)

From the very beginning of its intervention, the
United States, nade it clear that its main purpose was to pro-
tect the integrity of the Lebanese governnent and not to support
any internal political faction. President Ei senhower, in his
nmessage to Congress on 15 July announci ng the Marine |andings,
call ed upon the United Nations to take effective action to
saf equard Lebanese i ndependence so that the American troops
coul d be w t hdrawn, The American Governnment on this date asked
for an inmmedi ate neeting of the United Nations Security Counci
to consider the Lebanese situation. The Japanese del egati on
of fered a resol uti on which woul d make possible the w thdrawal
of American forces by having the United Nations protect the
territorial integrity and political independence of Lebanon.
Thi s proposal was vetoed, however, by the Soviet Union.
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The U. S. President, realizing the political inplications
of American intervention, sent Deputy Under Secretary of State
Robert D. Murphy as political adviser to C nCSPECOMME to co-
ordinate the activities of the U S. mlitary command and the
Ameri can Enbassy in Lebanon. Secretary Murphy recalled that
t he President gave no specific orders except to pronote the
best interest of the U S. incident to the arrival of our
forces in Lebanon."(25) When Murphy arrived in Lebanon on 17
July, he discovered that many of the nmenbers of the Lebanese
Parlianent planned to protest to the U S. against the Anerican
intervention. He was able to persuade the legislators, to
drop this action, however, and concentrate on the probl em of
el ecting a new president. The Deputy Under Secretary nmet with
Adm ral Holloway on a daily basis. The two agreed that nuch
of the Lebanese internal conflict concerned personalities and
had very little relation to international issues. It was
apparent to both of themthat Communi sm "was pl ayi ng no direct
or substantial part in the insurrection."(26) The main outside
support of the Lebanese rebels cane from Egypt and Syria and
direct intervention fromthe United Arab Republic as a result
of the Anerican | andi ngs was unlikely. Mirphy believed that
the only solution to end the anarchy was the el ection of a new
presi dent. He and Admral Holloway felt that President Chanpun
had overreached hinself in the branbles of Lebanese politics
and that the Lebanese Arny was the only thing holding the
gover nnment toget her. Ceneral Chehab assured Murphy that the
Army was willing to cooperate with the American forces but was
unwilling to take any energetic action against the rebels, ex-
cept to restrict rebel activity and contain it in certain
districts.

Mur phy decided that the only way to create a viable
government was to bring the | eaders of the dissident elenents
of the country together. Colonel WIliamA. Eddy, a retired
Marine officer, who was enployed as a consultant to the American
Arabian G| Conpany, arranged for a neeting between Mirphy and
two of Saeb Sal ems associates on 24 July. The Anmerican
attenpted to convince the two Lebanese that the U S. had not
intervened in order to keep Chanoun in office. He warned them
that the indiscrimnate firing at Anerican troops should end.
Mur phy reassured the rebel spokesnmen that the Anmericans w shed
to avoid any serious clash, "however, we nust nmaintain the
security of our troops and we al so val ue Anerican prestige."(27)
Saeb Sal em apparently took heed of the American warni ngs since
t he rebel provocations agai nst the Anerican troops dropped off
after this date.

Mur phy was al so able to convince the Druze chieftan

Junbl att and the Tripaoli rebel |eader Karam that the U S
intervention was riot for the purpose of mmintaining any one

man in office. The way was then cleared for the Parlianent to
decide on a new president. The el ection was held on 31 July
and General Chehab was el ected president although his term of
office was not scheduled to begin until 23 Septenber. The
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Lebanese Arnmy Commander, by not taking sides in the insurrection
and by maintaining the integrity of the national arny, had the
support of all the various Lebanese political factions. Wth

t he hope of a stabilized governnment for Lebanon, the Americans
were able to concentrate on the problens of pulling their
troops out of Lebanon

Secretary of State Dulles announced on 31 July that the
U S forces would be withdrawn as soon as the Lebanese

Gover nment requested their renoval. On 5 August, Admira
Hol | oway was directed to begin planning for the departure of
the American mlitary forces. The order was based on the

assunption that General Chehab woul d request the Anericans to
to | eave when he took office. The Americans wi shed to keep
the selection of their departure date in their own hands.
Chehab i ndi cated, however, that he wi shed the Americans to
make only a token withdrawal until the internal situation in
Lebanon was conpl etely secure.

General Wade on 6 August issued BLT 2/2 an order that
pl aced the battalion on a 24-hour reenbarkation alert. By 11
August, Admiral Holl oway had submtted proposed wi t hdr awal
schedule to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. He decided to w thdraw
the Marine BLTs in advance of the Arny troops because he was
determ ned "not to use Marines as 'occupation' and static forces
when and wherever it could be avoided."(28) BLT 2/2 was to

begi n enbarking imediately. This battalion was to | oad on
board the ships of TransPhibRon 6 and to remain as a reserve
force afl oat. The two battalions of the 8th Mari nes were

slated to depart on 15 Septenber for the United States, and the
remai ning Marine battalion, 3/6, was to | eave on 30 Septenber.
The Arny units were scheduled to withdraw in the latter part

of Cct ober.

On 14 August, as a gesture of American intentions, BLT
2/ 2 conpleted its reenbarkation. The positions of the battalion
were occupied by BLT 1/8. The remaining Mrine battalions
continued to maintain security in the Beirut dock area and to
guard the northeastern approaches to the city. General Wade
instituted a 30-hour weekly training program which stressed
i ndi vi dual and small-unit conbat. Enphasi s was al so pl aced on
cooperation with the Lebanese Arny. Lebanese officers were
often invited to visit the Anerican positions and to observe
Anmerican training techniques. The nobst out standi ng exanpl e of
the latter was a joint Arny-Marine exercise involving Conpany
C of BLT 1/8 and an Arny conpany fromthe 24th Airborne Brigade
on 10 Septenber

This training operation was held near J' Bail, 20 mles
north of Beirut and near the Biblical town of Bybl os. Wi | e
t he Marine conpany rushed across the beach, 13 Marine and Arny
heli copters | anded the Arny conpany on two hills about 3,000
yards in fromthe beach
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The preparation for this operation had been well publicized
and approximately 3,000 Lebanese had gathered to witness the
| andi ngs. The Marine Ontos rolled off the two LCUs and .
Lebanese officers riding on top waved to the crowd. The Marine
conpany linked up wwth the Arny troops and the entire exercise
was secured by 1000. The Marines and soldiers were then taken
on a guided tour of the Byblos ruins. This was to be the | ast
Anmeri can | andi ng of the Lebanon operation. On 15 Septenber,
the Marines of 1/8 and 2/8 sailed for the United States. The
Arny brigade took over the responsibility of the Beirut dock
area and BLT 3/6 remained in the positions guarding the north-
east ern appr oaches.

Chehab succeeded Chanoun as President of Lebanon on 23

Sept enber . The Lebanese general chose as prinme mnister,
Rashid Karam , who had forned a cabi net conposed mainly of
former rebel |eaders. This action triggered further political

di ssension, which resulted in the supporters of former President
Chanoun calling for a general strike and the dissolution of the
new governnent. The Anmerican forces did not intervene but es-
tabl i shed Arny-Marine tank-infantry task forces to neet any

emer gency. The Lebanese Arny on the 24th broke up a nmjor

cl ash between irregular forces favoring Chanoun and those of

the former rebels. Bot h sides, inpressed by the determ nation
of the Lebanese Arny to end the fighting, commenced negoti a-
tions to end the political stalenate.

On 29 Septenber, RLT 6, comanded by Col onel WIIiam B.
McKennan and conposed of BLT 2/6 and a regi nental headquarters
staff, arrived in Beirut harbor on board the ships of TransPhib-
Ron 8, commanded by Captain Charles L. Werts. The Canbria
the command ship of the Anphi bi ous Squadron tied up at the
docks al ongside of Admral Holloway's flagship, the Taconic.
On the sane day, 3/6 departed, |leaving the RLT as a ready re-
serve to the Arny troops in Lebanon. General Wade and Adm ral
Yeager left Beirut for the United States on 3 Cctober, and
Col onel McKennan and Captain Werts assunmed command of the
Marines in Lebanon and the Anphi bi ous Task Force respectively.

The United States announced on 8 Cctober that it was wth-
drawing all its forces from Lebanon. Through the period of 18
Cct ober, however, the date of departure of the RLT, nearly
2,000 Marines remained in the Beirut dock area and Captain
Werts and Col onel McKennan "conduct ed consi derabl e reconnai ssance
wor k t hroughout the Lebanese coastal area at Admiral Hol |l oway's
personal direction." (29) On 23 October, the Lebanese forned
a governnment which included representatives fromeach of the
maj or political parties and the last U S. Arny troops departed
the country two days |later.

Fromthe vantage of today there seenms t o have been little

connection between the Iragi Revolution and the unrest in
Lebanon, but it nust be enphasized that this was not known at
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the tine. There was a precarious political situation in
Lebanon and also a real fear on the part of the |oyalist
supporters of Chanoun for the safety of his life and for the

i ndependence of the country.(30) Even if the events of 14
July were not the result of an international conspiracy, the
bal ance of power in the Mddle East could have been destroyed,
creating a situation susceptible to Soviet exploitation.

The American intervention did succeed in proving the ability
of the American mlitary forces to react boldly and effectively,
al t hough the Marine battalion | anded and remai ned wi t hout ful
| ogi stical and conbat support for a period of sone 16 hours.
Political necessity had forced President Ei senhower to disre-
gard Admiral Burke's request for 24 hours notice and the BLUEBAT
concept of a two-battalion |anding had to be nodifi ed.

Though political factors determned the mlitary commtnent,
there was an inconplete |liaison between the American di pl omat on
the scene and the mlitary comanders. The American Anbassador
in this age of imredi ate conmuni cati on, was dependent upon in-
formati on about the novenent of the Anphi bi ous Squadron from
nodern day "cliff dwellers” i n Beirut. This |l ack of communi ca-
tion was |l argely responsible for the bizarre disagreenents be-
tween the mlitary and the Enbassy on 15 July. As one observer
has st at ed:

...ideally there should be close contact between
t he Anbassador and the Conmander in a devel oping crisis.
Reports shoul d be nmintained between the m ssion and
t he command. But once under way, a nilitary inter-
vention cannot be radically shifted at the last m nute
w thout affecting its efficiency and possi bl e success
i n gaining positions necessary for the presence of
Aneri can forces. (31)

Despite the m sunderstandings on the first day, the Marines
were able to conplete their initial mssions within a few hours
of | andi ng. Thr ough the cooperati on of Anmbassador Md i ntock
and General Chehab on the next day, BLT 2/2 consolidated
Anerican strength in the city of Beirut. As events turned out,
16 July was the climax of the entire operation. The renmaining
period was confined to a holding action until the Lebanese coul d
settle their differences anong thensel ves. The Anerican forces
provided a stabilizing influence on the Lebanese political
scene. The Marine | andings in Lebanon vividly denonstrated
the close interplay between Anerican military preparedness and
the success of U S. diplonacy.
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COMVAND AND STAFF LI ST 2D PROVI SI ONAL MARI NE FORCE
AS OF 19 JULY 1958

Conmandi ng Gener al BGen Sidney S. Wade

Chief of Staff Col Ham | ton Law ence

G1 Maj Thomas B. Spar kman

G2 Lt Col Nathan R Smith

G3 Lt Col Janes B. d ennon, Jr.
G4 Lt Col Martin C. Roth

Battal i on Landi ng Team 2/ 2

Commandi ng O fi cer Lt Col Harry A Hadd
Executive Oficer Maj Paul R Nugent
S-3 Maj Samuel A. Cox

Conmandi ng O fi cer,
Headquarters and Service
Conpany Maj Wendall M Waskom

Conmandi ng O fi cer,
Conmpany E Capt Gerald H Hyndnman

Conmandi ng O fi cer,
Conpany F Capt George E. Shepherd

Conmandi ng O fi cer,
Company G Capt Terence M All en

Conmandi ng O fi cer,
Conpany H Capt Thormas E. Bul ger

Commandi ng O ficer,
Battery B, 1/10 Capt Robert D. Boles

Battal i on Landing Team 3/6

Conmandi ng O fi cer Lt Col Robert M Jenkins
Executive O ficer Maj Hoyt C. Duncan
S3 Mayj Edwin W Killian
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Commandi ng O fi cer,

Headquarters and
Servi ce Conpany Capt Hershel B. Jones

Commandi ng O fi cer,
Conpany | Capt Fl oyd A Karker

Commandi ng O fi cer,
Conpany K Capt Robert A. Cronk

Conmmandi ng O ficer,
Conpany L Capt Richard W Coul ter

Conmmandi ng O ficer,
Conmpany M Capt Leonard E. Wod

Conmmandi ng O ficer,
Battery H, 3/10 Capt WIliam H. Thurber

Battal i on Landi ng Team 1/ 8

Commandi ng O fi cer Lt Col John H. Brickley
Executive Oficer Maj Richard L. M chael, Jr.
S-3 Maj Victor Stoyanow

Commandi ng O fi cer,
Headquarters and
Servi ce Company |, | stLt Cyde E. Tayl or

Commandi ng O fi cer,
Weapons Conpany Maj Donald A. Chiapetti

Commandi ng O fi cer,
Conpany A | stLt Richard B. MlLaughlin

Commandi ng O fi cer,
Conmpany B Capt Andrew E. Andersen

Commandi ng O fi cer,
Conmpany C Capt O yde A Trowbridge

Commandi ng O fi cer,
Battery |, 3/10 Capt Ronald P. Dunwel |
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2d Battalion, 8th Marines (Reinforced)
Commandi ng O ficer Lt Col Alfred A Tillmn

S-3 and Acting
Executive O ficer Maj David D. Powel |

Commandi ng O ficer,
Headquarters and
Servi ce Conpany | stLt Raynond A. Yakaitis

Conmmandi ng O fi cer,
Company F Capt Robert L. Zuern

Conmandi ng O fi cer,
Conpany G Capt Wells L. Field Il

Commandi ng O ficer,
Conpany H Capt Omen J. Butler

Conmandi ng O fi cer,
Conmpany K, 3/8, attached. . . Capt WIliamP. How ey
Logi stics Support G oup
Commandi ng O ficer Maj Lawrence J. Bradl ey
(Relieved on 31 Aug 1958 by
Lt Col Carl E. Fulton)
Sub Unit 1, HWR (L) 262

Commandi ng O ficer Maj or Samuel "C' Roach, Jr.
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LI ST OF MARINE UNI TS ELI G BLE FOR
ARMED FORCES EXPEDI TI ONARY MEDAL
LEBANON 1 July--1 Novenber 1958

2d Provisional Marine Force (Headquarters)
16 Jul - 30 Sep

Battalion Landing Team 2d Battalion, 2d Marines
15 Jul - 13 Aug

2d Battalion, 2d Marines

Battery B, 3d Battalion, 10th Marines

3d Pl atoon (Reinf), Conpany B, 2d
Pi oneer Battalion

Pl atoon (-) (Reinf), 1st Shore Party Team
Conpany A, 2d Shore Party Battalion

1st Pl atoon (Reinf), Conmpany B, 2d Mot or
Transport Battalion

Det achnent, Headquarters Battalion, 2d Marines

Det achnment, Anti-Tank Conpany, 2d Mari nes

Det achnment, Headquarters Battalion, 2d Marine Division

Det achnment, 2d Medi cal Battalion

Det achnent, 2d Servi ce Regi nent

Det achnment, Force Troops, Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic

Det achnment, 2d Force Service Regi nent

Det achnment, Expl osive Ordnance Denolition Platoon
8t h Engi neer Battalion

Det achnent, Ordnance Mai nt enance Conpany

Det achnment, 8th Conmuni cati on Battalion

Det achnent, 2d ANGLI CO

Pl at oon, 3d Anphi bian Tractor Battalion

Det achnment, Marine Aircraft G oup 26

Battal i on Landi ng Team 3d Battalion, 6th Marines
16 Jul - 1 Cct

3d Battalion, 6th Marines
Battery H (Reinf), 3d Battalion, 10th Mari nes
3d Pl at oon, Conpany B, 2d Pioneer Battalion
Truck Pl atoon, Conpany B, 2d Mdtor Transport Battalion
1st Pl atoon (Reinf), Conpany B,
2d Anti-Tank Battalion
1st Platoon, 2d 8" Howitzer Battery,
(Sel f-Propelled) (Provisional)
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3d Pl at oon (Reinf) Conpany A 2d Force
Tank Battalion
Det achnent, Headquarters Battalion, 2d Marine Division
Det achnent, 2d Servi ce Regi nent
Det achnent, Force Troops, Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic
Det achnent, Expl osive Ordnance Denolition Pl atoon,
8t h Engi neer Battalion
Det achnent, 8th Comruni cation Battalion
Det achment, 2d ANGLI CO
Det achnent, 2d Force Service Regi nment
Det achnent, Headquarters Battalion, Marine Corps Base,
Canp Lej eune, North Carolina (Stewards)

Battal i on Landing Team 1st Battalion, 8th Marines
18 Jul - 18 Sep

1st Battalion, 8th Marines
Battery | (Reinf), 3d Battalion, 10th Marines
1st Platoon (Reinf), Conpany A, 2d Pioneer Battalion
Pl at oon (Reinf), Conpany C, 2d Tank Battalion
Pl atoon (-) (Reinf), 1st Shore Party Team
Conpany B, 2d Shore Party Battalion
Platoon (-) (Reinf), Conpany A, 2d Mtor
Transport Battalion
Det achnment, Headquarters Battalion, 8th Mrines
Det achnment, 2d Servi ce Regi nent
Det achnment, Force Troops, Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic
Det achnment, 2d Force Service Regi nent
Det achnment, Expl osi ve Ordnance Denvolition Pl atoon,
8t h Engi neer Battalion
Det achnment, 8th Conmuni cation Battalion
Det achnment, 2d ANGLI CO
Pl at oon, 2d Anmphi bian Tractor Battalion
1st Pl atoon, Conpany B, 2d 8" Howi tzer Battery

2d Battalion, 8th Marines (-106mm Recoilless Rifle Platoon) (Reinf)
18 Jul - 18 Sep

1st Pl atoon, Conpany A, 2d Tank Battalion

2d Pl atoon, Conpany B, 2d Anmphi bian Tractor Battalion

Det achnment, 2d ANGLI CO

Det achnent, Assault Gun Pl at oon Headquarters Conpany,
187t h Airborne Battle G oup, USA
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Regi nental Landing Team 6th Marines (-)
1- 10 Cct

2d Battalion 6th Marines
Battery G (-) (Reinf), 3d Battalion, 10th Marines
Det achnment, Headquarters Battalion, 2d Marine Divi sion.
Det achnent, 2d Service Battalion
Det achnment, 2d Dental Conpany
Det achnent, Headquarters Battalion, Marine Corps Base,
Canp Lejeune, North Carolina. (Stewards)
Det achnent, Expl osive Ordnance Denolition Pl atoon,
8th Engi neer Battalion
Det achnment, 2d Anti-Tank Battalion
Det achnment, 2d ANGLI CO (Provisional) (Reinf)
Det achnment, 8th Communi cation Battalion
Det achnent, 2d Force Service Regi nent
Det achnent, 2d Force Tank Battalion
Det achnent, Regi nental Headquarters
2d Truck Pl atoon, Conpany C, 2d Mdtor Transport Battalion
3d Pl at oon, Conpany A, 2d Anphi bian Tractor Battalion
4th Platoon, 2d 8" Howi tzer Battery
(Sel f Propelled) (Provisional)

Mari ne Transport Squadron 153
18 Jul - 28 Jul

Marine Transport Squadron 252
18 - 21 Jul

Marine Transport Squadron 352
18 - 20 Jul

Mari ne Transport Squadron 353
18 - 27 Jul

Sub Unit #1, Marine Helicopter Transport Squadron
(Light) 262
19 Jul - 16 Sep

Regi onal Headquarters Region 2, Marine Security Cuards,
Aneri can Enbassy, Beirut, Lebanon
14 Jul - 18 Cct

Marine Security Guard, American Enbassy,

Bei rut, Lebanon
14 Jul - 18 Cct
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